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Could you be a good parent? 
Do you think you could provide a stable, loving home and a supportive hand to a young person in 
need of a foster home? 
When I became part of the Corporate Parenting Sub-Committee I was astonished to find out that 
over 50% of the young people from Cambridgeshire who need foster care and for whom the County 
is responsible, are actually in placements outside the County. This seems crazy, until you realise we 
just don’t have enough foster placements – so we desperately need more of the right people to 
become foster carers.  
Also (as you may have heard on Radio 4 this morning) over 45% of all Local Authority spending 
(nationally) on foster care is spent with just three big agencies. The County Council does place 
children in places provided by agencies because we do not have enough in-house placements. The 
County has the responsibilities of a corporate parent and has the child’s interests at the core of 
everything we do, so we would much prefer to have more in-house foster carers, which make it 
easier to place children nearer schools, friends and extended family if that is appropriate for them. 
The more in-house placements we have, the less vulnerable the County would be if one of these big 
agencies got into financial difficulties.  
The County Council offers excellent checking, preparation, training and support for potential and 
current foster carers as well as having an absolutely child-centred approach to care. 
If you’ve ever thought about being a foster carer please do contact the County Council. They would 
love to hear from you. You can find more information here: 
https://www.cambridgeshire.gov.uk/residents/children-and-families/fostering-and-adoption/ 
You can email fostering@cambridgeshire.gov.uk or call 0800 052 0078 
  

Amey Appeal – save the date 
Amey’s application S/3372/17/CW for an Energy from Waste (incinerator) at the 
Waterbeach Waste Management Park was refused by the County Planning Committee in 
September 2018. Amey appealed against that decision and the Planning Inspectorate will 
start the hearing of that appeal on Tue 5 November 2019. On that first day the inspector will 
lay out the schedule for the hearing and the days on which he anticipates hearing evidence 
about each aspect of the case. The officers would prefer it to be heard in the Council 
Chamber at Shire Hall but other regular bookings for the Chamber may make that difficult. 
The details of venue and timing will be made available in due course. The Inspector has 
scheduled the hearing throughout November. 
  
E-permits for Vans and Trailers visiting the County’s Household Waste Recycling Centres 
From October the County Council is introducing a van and trailer e-permit scheme across 
Cambridgeshire’s nine household recycling centres (HRCs). The scheme, which will allow the Council 
to better regulate the use of vans and trailers at HRCs helping to ensure only household waste is 
delivered to sites. 
There has been a rise of 20% in waste brought to our HWRCs between 2012/13 and 2016/17. 
The County Council wants to prevent unlawful trade waste being disposed of at our HRCs, which is 
ultimately at a cost to the council tax payers. With population growth and changes being made by 
neighbouring authorities, the Council feels it is important to be able to monitor who is using our 
HWRC sites and to ensure we can cope with the rising demand. 
Additional site staff will be available to help at all nine HRCs in the early months of the scheme being 
introduced. 
Any resident planning to visit a HRC with a van or trailer should obtain an e-permit using an online 
system beforehand. These e-permits will be limited to 12 visits per year. To allow larger household 
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and garden jobs, there will be an exemption to the scheme for trailers up to 1.5m (5ft) in length 
(excluding the towing mechanism bar) and 570 litre capacity. You can see the details here 
https://www.cambridgeshire.gov.uk/residents/waste-and-recycling/household-recycling-centre-van-
and-trailer-permit-scheme/ 
No permit is required for cars, or vans with seats fitted, or for trailers (minus towbar) less than 1.5m 
(5ft) long (570 litre capacity) or towed by a vehicle that does not require a permit. 

 
 
(Not much of an) update from Network Rail: Changes to level crossings in Cambridgeshire 
You may remember that Network Rail proposes to close or change the use of 25 level crossings in 
Cambridgeshire. This forms part of a broader plan to improve safety at 105 locations across the 
Anglia route. This is anticipated to affect (close) a number of rural level crossings in Waterbeach and 
Milton parishes, where currently footpaths and farm tracks to cross the railway. Networks Rail’s 
purpose is to make the railway safer by reducing the number of points where people can come into 
contact with trains. This will also improve service reliability, and will facilitate any future proposals 
for faster and more frequent train services. 
Whilst for some of us this might mean a diversion of a favourite walking or hacking route, for some 
farmers this could mean long and inconvenient diversion in order to access their land on both sides 
of the railway. I attended a site visit with the Planning Inspector in Autumn 2017 and witnessed the 
potential inconvenience for one of our local farmers. 
Network Rail are concentrating on locations where making changes is both affordable and 
deliverable; as such none of the crossings in this proposal involve closing significant public roads, and 
they do not require new bridges or underpasses to be constructed across the railway. Similar 
proposals are being taken forward for Suffolk, Essex, Southend-on-Sea, Thurrock, Hertfordshire, and 
the London Borough of Havering. 
A public inquiry was held from 28 November 2017 to 23 February 2018. The Planning Inspectorate 
recently confirmed that the Inspector submitted her report to the Department for Transport in July. 
A decision is expected from the Secretary of State for Transport in January 2020.  
Additional information is available on the Network Rail website  

 
SCDC Taxi Consultation 
Forgive me for adding a note about this District matter to my County Report. 
South Cambs has been conducting a Consultation with drivers and operators about its 
proposed new Taxi Policy. In addition SCDC held a two-day workshop and officers have 
visited a number of the major operators in the District to understand their operations. The 
Licensing Authority’s main aim is to ensure passengers are safe and to reduce air pollution. 
The consultation is open for comment until 23 September here: 
https://www.scambs.gov.uk/licensing/types-of-licence/taxi-licences/taxi-consultation/ 
 
Around the parishes: 
 
Milton 
Residents have asked me when the road at North Lodge Park will be formally adopted.  
Sue Reynolds, the County Highway Development Officer advises that Anglian Water Services placed 
the sewers on a twelve month maintenance period in February 2019. They will not adopt the sewers 
until February 2020. As the County will not adopt the road until the sewers are adopted by AWS they 
are now looking to adopt the road in February 2020. 
In the meantime, if there are any issues with the road or street lighting, the developer (Bellway) 
remains responsible for putting it right. 
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Landbeach 
I am working with the County Councillor for Cottenham to see if we can get the road between 
Cottenham and Landbeach re-surfaced. When temperatures reached 38.7 Centigrade on 25 July, the 
road surface melted and although patch-repaired since, we both feel we need to encourage our 
Local Highway Officers to cooperate on this much-needed re-surfacing.   

 
Waterbeach  
Where parishes have opted to maintain/install and pay for street lamps, there is a new 
requirement for parishes to consider applying for their own electricity supplier (rather than 
paying the County for this). This has been causing a certain amount of confusion. I have 
finding out more about the new requirements and trying to ease the way with this 
surprisingly complicated bit of administration. 
 
Horningsea 
All quiet for the time being. I continue to welcome reports from bus users and forward your 
concerns to the Chief Executive of Stagecoach. 
 
Fen Ditton 
The Joint Development Control Committee on 21 August considered Phase 1a of the Wing 
development, or Marleigh as it to be named. Some of the dwelling designs make good use 
of space, with apartments over their own and others’ car parking spaces but access to some 
designated car parking spaces appears very ‘tight’, with the attendant concerns that 
residnets may instead, park on-street for convenience. There is a raised garden area 
accessible from the first floor of a number of dwellings, over a ground floor car park. The 
layout of the ‘Market Square’ was discussed, as well as sufficiency of outdoor play space for 
the Nursery. The applications was approved with a number of conditions including for noise 
insulation in the flats over garages and withdrawal of permitted development rights. 
Informatives were applied about letter boxes being accessible and sprinklers.  
 
I have also made a plea for a bus stopping place at the southern end of High Street (Church 
Lane was too narrow and dangerous), as requested by a resident. I will keep you informed.  
 
Anna Bradnam 
27 August 2019 


